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The Chateau 


Gate Burton, Lincolnshire 


At first glance this looks like a French chateau, but it is actually a very clever scale model of one sitting on a hill above the 
River Trent in the middle of the Lincolnshire countryside. We stayed there in July 2015 and it was delightful 


Built as a Gainsborough lawyer’s weekend retreat, it was later used for picnics and other mild kinds of excursion. Today The 
Chateau offers a small glimpse of Georgian life. 


The principal room upstairs has a high coved ceiling, an open fire and a balcony overlooking the surrounding parkland, while 
downstairs the space is cleverly divided utilising its four corners and creating an elegant entrance hall. 


The Chateau stands on a grassy knoll above a big bend of the River Trent on the edge of Gate Burton park. There are fine 
views across the park and up a shining reach of the River Trent along which big slow barges, piling the water in front of them, 
press on towards an enormous power station whose cooling towers steam majestically in the distance. 
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Photo History 
.lunch on a river 


Around the lovely city of 


Lincoln.. 
boat 
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We quickly found so 
many great places to en- 
joy a meal outside. .but 
Larnie soon found her fa- 
vourite cornet and even 
became a regular in the 
well-stocked deli..taking 
treats back to the hotel 
to enjoy on her balcony 
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Polyphonic song 

Polyphonic songs in Corsica are a cappella and can be ei- 
ther spiritual or secular. Traditionally, 4 to 6-voice impro- 
vised polyphony was sung only by men, Brotherhoods of 
polyphonic singers (cunfraternita) remain, some dating 
back to the 12th century. Corsica's current tradition of 
improvised vocal polyphony is more recent, dating to 15th 
century. The tradition of Corsican polyphonic singing had 
nearly become extinct until its revival (riaquistu) in the 
1970s. It is now a central part of Corsican national identi- 
ty, and is sometimes linked with political agitation for au- 
tonomy or independence. 
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The Scandola Reserve is situat- 
ed on the west coast of Corsi- 
ca. The reserve covers an area 
of 19.19 km’ of which 9.19 km’ 
is land and 10 km? (3.9 sq mi) is 
sea. We took this boat to reach 
this inaccessible are The re- 
serve has two sectors, the Elpa 
Nera inlet and the peninsula of 
Scandola. The jagged and sheer 
cliffs contain many grottos and 
are flanked by numerous stacks 
and almost inaccessible islets 
and coves, such as Tuara. The 
coastline is also noted for its 
red cliffs, sand beaches, and / 
headlands. In 1930, a law was/ a 
passed prohibiting destruction ) 
or modification within Corsica 
Regional Park. Scandola Nature 
Reserve is strictly protected in 
order to return the area to its 
natural state. 
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Corsica's little train called 
Trinighellu is rather an 
attraction for tourists 
than a really convenient 
and fast vehicle. It is a 
narrow gauge line from 
Calvi along the western 
coast to Ile Rousse. 


We had lunch there and enjoyed the small 
market. We waited in the baking heat for 
the return train and after we got back we 
heard that the last train (after ours) broke 
down and lots of passengers waiting at 
various stops en route had to find alterna- 
tive means of transport 
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The three of us did a lot of walking but this 
lady with her drawers on show shot past us in 
Ile Rousse 


(maybe because she had 4 feet!!!) 
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The 2nd Foreign Para- 
chute Regiment of 
The French Foreign 
Legion is based here 
in the citadel of Calvi 
and according to leg- 
end Christopher Co- 
lumbus — supposedly 
came from Calvi. 
When we_- walked 
around it at night it 
had a lonely quiet air 
contrasting greatly 
with the vibrancy of 
the town below 
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Now that’s what a holiday 
is all about.... 
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Larnie striding purposefully 
into her favourite deli ~ - 
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The wild boar was rapidly 
y consumed by the ravenous 


JS crowd that filled the won- 


derful mountain-top location 


...even Larnie’s chicken from 
the bbq was a massive portion 
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We always have a great 
time together 
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No words are required 
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Our hotel pool illuminated 


for a night-time party 
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Despite these photos we 
actually did not spend 
the entire holiday 
eating... 
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Back home, Evie and jim 


joined us for a fun bbq on the 


allotment and despite Jim 
walking into the bbq we still 
did not stop laughing 
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Our favourite sculptured in 
bronze by Sarah H. | just cap- 
tured the moon in the right 
position....thanks to Lynn 


In August Lynn and | flew to Montreau for a few 
days. We stayed in the Fairmont Montreaux Pal- 
ace and the hotel position, service and food were 
perfect. The walk along the lakeside both at day 
and night was enhanced by the floral displays and 
the 32 outstanding sculptures 
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Photo 


The Grand Rue around 1910 
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The cog railway departed from Montreux station via 
Glion and Caux to arrive at Rochers-de Naye in just 
an hour, passing some wonderful scenery on the 
way up to the summit. 


From a vantage point views over Lake Geneva as far 

as Jura, the Savoy Alps followed by Dents du Midi, 
~ Trient region and Vaud Alps. Altitude: 2042m Savoy 
— and Vaud Alps, Dents du Midi. There are caged 
§ marmots there but the café and food were poor 
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Rochers-de-Naye 
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Banc Public by Daniel 
Sallin 


Dance with me by Pavel 


Spelda carved in wood 
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A very thoughtful sculpture by the French Helene Yousse was 
very different when seen in daylight and then in the nighttime 
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Everywhere we turned there seemed to be ‘sensory 
-overload’ - Lake Geneva is a photographic paradise 
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This sculpture is 
from a_ series 
entitled Voyage 
of Sinbad and 
this is a siren 
from Tunisia. It 
is by Taoufik 
Behi 
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This golden sculpture was formed as 
a weathervane by Sarah Abdallah 
Khodja and as it moved from show- 
ing the front which represented the 
pomp of the town it then displayed 
the reverse expressing its more ob- 
scure elements 
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This wonderful sculpture 
by Alexandre Berlioz 
from France is called 
Dream Bass 
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a meeting of two cultures 
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Laura Steffe from Italy sees 
this ‘Waiting for the Wave’ as 
the twin facets of a woman — 


what she really is and what 


others see 
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This beautiful sculpture 
intrigued both of us. It 
is based on_ brother- 
hood between man- 
kind and there are visi- 
bly connected roots. It 
is by Fernand Greco 
from France 


See 
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We took the local bus from Montreux to 
Vevey and it was a very hot day with 
families everywhere enjoying swimming 
in the lake and picnicking on the shore. 
Vevey was nice but we had a different 
recollection of it. Strange how memories 
are distorted by time 


Just a stone’s throw from the fa- 
mous statue of Charlie Chaplin, the 
fork has likewise become an em- 
blem for the town of Vevey. Yet 
though local inhabitants and those 
enjoying lakeside strolls embraced 
the fork from the outset, obtaining 
permission for it to take up perma- 
nent residence in Lake Geneva was 


no piece of cake! 
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August 2015 
Postcript. 


As this variety of locations show Lynn and | have now embarked on a whistle-stop tour of 
places far and wide and we are really enjoying it. We have changed our attitude due to 
certain personal occurrences that | have written about before and have decided to do as 
much as possible now , while we can. We are also in the process of renovating the house. 


The Vivat Trust and Landmark charities renovate wonderful follies and homes with great 
panache and meticulous dedication to the original and the results make enchanting short 
break locations. They are self catering with everything provided in the well-equipped 
kitchens. We often eat out and then take back ingredients for a meal that | prepare and 
serve. Breakfast outside was a real treat. Like it was our own private estate 


Our break with Larnie in Corsica was totally enjoyable and it is a great compliment that a 
16-year old enjoys her vacation with two ‘oldies’. We had a hoot and despite the photos 
we actually did not eat all the time.. Our musical evening in the Cathedral was booked on 
a whim and we all had mixed feelings but as it turned out it was captivating and we were 
so glad we went. Corsica (Calvi in particular) is a great location but we all agreed the week 
was long enough. (Maybe too much of a good thing) 


My allotment brings me back to earth (literally) and is an oasis of calm and the informal 
bbq with Evie and Jimmy was a treat. We picked my blackberries for dessert. 


In August Lynn and | stayed in the Montreux Palace in Montreux and our room on the fifth 
floor overlooked the lake and we relaxed on the small balcony and drank in that ‘special’ 
view. We were lucky with the great weather plus enjoying the bi-annual sculpture display 
along the lake promenade. Walking for hours round the lake daytime and night-time nev- 
er disappointed us. It is really rather special. The Swiss elegance is legendary but despite 
loving everything about it it feels sterile and manicured and neither of feel we could live 
there despite all its charm. 


A great few months and these memorable photos really bring it all back with a wallop!!! 
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